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Introduction

"Because time itself is like a spiral, something special happens on your birthday each year: The same
energy that God invested in you at birth is present once again."
-- Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson
Many people are familiar with their own astrological sign because Sun sign astrology is popular in
today's culture. However astrology is a complicated tradition and many other techniques exist. These
techniques can be used to gain greater understanding of a person’s nature, but also of their current
opportunities.
A Birth Chart is produced that astrologers can interpret. This you probably know.
What you may not know is that astrologers can also calculate a chart for each of your birthdays, and
these charts can predict the patterns that you might experience in the forthcoming year. This is because
each year the Sun does a full revolution of the Zodiac. Therefore each year the Sun returns to the exact
position of your Birth Chart Sun. Wherever you are in the world astrologers can calculate this birthday
chart. This chart is called a Solar Return; hence the saying "many happy returns". This chart represents
the opportunities and challenges of the forthcoming year. It should also be read in conjunction with
your Birth Chart to fully understand the lessons and opportunities available to you in any given year.
When using these Solar Return interpretations, please bear in mind that, inevitably, every chart will
contain some contradictory influences. As a result certain interpretations of different items in the same
chart may seem difficult to reconcile. However, this may still be an accurate reflection of your chart, as it
is likely that you do experience conflicting desires, events and circumstances in your life. Usually an
astrologer will synthesise these apparent contradictions in order to present a cohesive and meaningful
interpretation of the dilemmas of the chart.
Please also be aware of the fact that each person possesses both positive and negative influences in the
chart, and therefore in their lives. The challenge is to accept and overcome the negative influences, so
that we can successfully focus on manifesting the positive traits or qualities. This report outlines both

influences, and therefore helps us to rise to the challenges during any given year. Any advice given is
meant to be an aid the individual in taking responsibility for his or her own life. Ultimately the decision
rests with each individual.

THIS YEAR'S MAJOR THEME

“And in the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years.”
-- Abraham Lincoln, US 16th President

The Ascendant
The Ascendant indicates your primary focus of the year. It shows your main direction and how you are
likely to go about achieving your goals. The Ascendant indicates whether you are more likely to be
self-motivated, or whether you are more likely to rely on other people during this year.

The Ascendant is in Aries
Your birthday chart Ascendant is in a masculine Fire sign indicating that this is a year in which you are a
go-getter. If you are usually more reliant on other people, this year you are champing at the bit to march
to the beat of your own drum. You would like to act as you see fit, free of restrictions imposed by other
people's expectations. You are self-motivated, more of a leader than a follower. You are unlikely to wait
for other people before you take action, even if this is your usual modus operandi. Patience is in short
supply this year. You want action. Your creative fires are burning.
Aries is a sign of self-assertion and independence and therefore you have more of these qualities in your
life this year. You are less reliant on what others think of you, and what they expect of you. With the
fiery force of Aries you are able to believe in yourself, stand up for yourself, and break new ground. You
may start new projects, forge a new relationship, or move into a new area. Other aspects of your annual
chart will depict these areas. Whatever the scenario, you are a leader rather than a follower, ready to
formulate new plans. In other words this year you have the opportunity to let go of previous self-beliefs
and form a new image, new plans and new goals. This can be an exciting year as you start afresh.

The Sun
The Sun is very important when interpreting a Solar Return chart given that the chart is based on the
Sun. It indicates the major theme of the year depicting the area in which you would really like to shine.
Parts of your life that have been seemingly unimportant in previous years can become very important
once the Sun shines its light in a particular house of a Solar Return chart.

The Sun is in the 1st House
Self-development is the major theme of your year. This year you are keen to master many aspects of
your own life, in particular your self-expression. In other words you want to shine as the major player in
the production that is your life. Whereas in other years you have focussed on your home, family and
other people, this year you have to concentrate on yourself. It is possible that circumstances conspire to
force you to face facts, but perhaps you are also eager to embrace a new sense of self. Your own health
and happiness are paramount. As a result you are likely to expend a lot of time and energy on pursuits
that promote your own well being. Others may feel a little neglected but you are unlikely to change your
course. You feel that you don't need other people's co-operation, but you should be aware of the
consequences of your actions right now. Bear in mind that you may be a little extreme in your focus on
your own happiness and try not to exclude your loved ones. If you act too selfishly then you may
discover that others leave you to enjoy your own company, either temporarily or permanently. If this is
what you want then you are likely to be happy. If not then you could feel isolated and cut off from the
support and love of other people. So have some fun because this year you can spend time updating your
image, improving your physical fitness, and developing new personal and inter-personal skills to assist
you in the next phase of your life.
If you have been working on a project behind the scenes then this is the year in which you truly shine.
All of your hard work pays off and you receive the recognition and rewards that you truly deserve. Try to
share your bounty with others, rather than take all of the credit for yourself. As English clergyman and
poet John Donne once said, “No man is an Island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the Continent, a
part of the main....”

5th House Cusp is in Leo
The Sun also shines its rays on a different area of your annual chart when taking into account rulerships,
a system used by astrologers to link planets and signs. In your case your annual Sun is ruling the fifth
house of your chart indicating that you are also focussed on matters connected to children and
creativity. One of the main themes of your birthday year is centred on decisions regarding children,
either your own, other's people's children or young relatives. If you are not in a role of responsibility for
children, or younger people, then you may be keen to recapture memories of your own childhood or
renew your sense of fun. As such creative or artistic projects may also be part of the theme of your life
right now.

THIS YEAR'S PERSONAL MATTERS

"The greatest comfort of my old age, and that which gives me the highest satisfaction, is the pleasing
remembrance of the many benefits and friendly offices I have done to others."
-- Marcus Cato Roman Statesman

The Moon
The Moon is also an important indicator in a Solar Return chart. Generally speaking the Moon shows
which areas of your life are likely to undergo change during the year. More specifically the Moon shows
your personal needs. Your individual needs and urges are likely to trigger changes in your life during the
course of the year.

The Moon is in the 1st House
You are in for a bit of a roller coaster ride as far as your feelings are concerned this year. On the positive
side this can be an exciting year during which you experience a real sense of renewal. Past hurts can be
healed as you assess the role of your feelings in your own life, as well as the impact of those feelings on
other people. It may be difficult for you to be objective about many things. Your feelings are close to the
surface and your own personal happiness is foremost in your mind. As a result you may be somewhat
self-centred, focussed only on your own well being rather than the welfare of others. If you are a
naturally caring person then this could be the year in which you reassess your feelings for your loved
ones. Am I really taking care of myself? Am I focusing too much on the needs of others? Do my loved
ones really support me? These are just a couple of the questions that are likely to surface. The focus in
on how you feel about yourself. As feelings bubble to the surface you need to find an appropriate outlet.
Expressing yourself through the arts or a new physical activity may provide a positive channel for each
newly discovered feeling. As a result you can more readily examine your feelings and make appropriate
choices, rather than react. An event may trigger an emotional reaction during the course of the year.
This event may force you to see yourself differently, to feel differently about yourself. It is time to
nurture you. Kindness and self-care are vital during this year. Soothing activities can really help bolster
your self-esteem and give you a new sense of vitality. If you become too emotionally charged then you
are likely to overload your adrenals and suffer from fatigue and despondency. You are better advised to
allow appropriate emotions to surface and cleanse your body and soul. The more that you embrace your

own feelings and recognize the impact of them on other people, then the more that you are likely to
gain in self-understanding at a deep level. In turn this will spur you to discover a new sense of purpose.
The aim is to enable a new sense of self to emerge by your next birthday.

The Moon is in Aries
Whether or not you are a naturally independent person, this year is about independence. It is time to
strike out on your own in one or more areas of your life. You have a deep need for self-respect and
self-determination. While you may appreciate and receive support from your loved ones, you are keener
to determine your own specific needs even if it means ending associations and relying on your own
resources. If others don't respect your autonomy and individuality then you are likely to become
impatient. In extreme cases you are likely to take dramatic action and let the dust settle later. For
whatever reasons this year you have a strong urge to march to your own tune, not other people's. Other
people may think that you are behaving selfishly, but you don't mind what they think. For once you are
ready listen to your own emotional needs. In fact your own emotional needs are likely to be paramount
during this year. For this reason you may consider spending some time on your own - working from
home, going on a spiritual retreat, camping in an isolated area or other such solitary pursuits. You may
change one or more key areas of your life in order to align important structures with your most personal
desires. Patience may not be your greatest asset this year, so you need to be careful not to completely
disregard the needs of others. Nevertheless the more you have neglected your own needs in the past,
then the greater your need for self-determination this year. Fortunately your intuition is likely to be
heightened, so you have an excellent opportunity to listen to your own heart and mind. You may also
benefit from more physical exercise, more so in solitary pursuits rather than team sports. You need to
set your own schedules and make your own plans rather than rely on others. If you take advice from any
one person this year then it is likely to be a strong, independently minded woman.

Venus
The planet Venus sheds light on the personal areas of love and finance in the forthcoming year. This
planet of love tells you whether or not personal relationships are likely to be prominent during the year.
If you are single then are you likely to attract a significant relationship? If you are married is this a year
of romance and fun, or perhaps one in which you tackle a few changes.

Venus is in the 12th House
Love, faith and hope are themes for you this year. This is because you are more focussed on spiritual
values, rather than the material ones. The material world just doesn't seem to hold much attraction
right now. This could be because you have discovered a passion for helping others, a spiritual practice or
a retreat in nature. On the other hand it could be because you have lost someone near and dear,
perhaps through death or perhaps because you, or he or she, have travelled far away. The loss of
someone special may trigger pain and grief, but it is also likely to deepen your understanding of the
deeper and unknown aspects of your world. There is joy to be had in a spiritual journey right now, and in
spiritual friends and esoteric matters. You enjoy stepping into the unknown. At some stage this year you
are likely to share your experience with other people, helping them in some way. You are more highly
tuned to the beauties and wonders of nature and therefore a retreat may be particularly soothing.
Sometimes the planet of love in this part of your annual chart can indicate benefits, or drawbacks,
through friendships and love. As a result you would be wise to avoid becoming too embroiled in your
friend's ongoing problems. You need to assess your own values, act on them and gently assert your
opinions and beliefs. It is important that you are compassionate and caring, but that you do not deplete
your own resources. This is your year for spiritual renewal, and in gaining all of the benefits that

accompany such a growth spurt. If at first you do not see the gift of the events of this year, then trust
that love, faith and hope win out in the end. You have the ability to sift through the dross and truly find
the gold.

Venus is in Pisces
The planet of love is in a Water sign this year indicating that you seek sensitivity and understanding in
love. You are more likely to be focussed on caring and sharing rather than material matters. Feelings are
important right now. If you are single and looking for a lover, then you yearn for someone who is
simpatico, sharing or supporting your passions. You are well advised to avoid anyone who expresses
harsh words. If you are attached, then you enjoy relaxing with your loved one in beautiful natural
surroundings, at artistic or inspirational events, or perhaps even on a spiritual retreat. The key is for you
to feel emotionally safe and in tune with your partner. Look at other aspects of your annual chart for
more details on your love life and money matters.

THIS YEAR'S CHALLENGES

"If we could be twice young and twice old we could correct all our mistakes."
-- Euripides Ancient Greek Playwright

Mars
The planet Mars tells you about your assertion and drive for the year. It depicts what motivates you in
the current year, and what desires drive you most powerfully. Are you ambitious for professional power,
or do you desire a meaningful relationship? Are you likely to be highly motivated, or perhaps ready to sit
back and cruise for a while? These are the types of questions answered by the qualities of the planet
Mars in your birthday chart.

Mars is in the 3rd House
Your mind is busy, busy, busy. This is most likely because this year you have undertaken many projects
that require your concentration. Possibly you are changing your mind and therefore your plans, and are
having to finish off tasks that you had previously committed to, as well as start planning new ones. One
phase of your life may be drawing to a close, and you have to communicate your thoughts and feelings
to those around you, before you can actually move ahead. The trouble is that you have difficulty
knowing which project or task to focus on first. In your own mind, you know where you are heading, and
you are aware that there is a bridge to cross, but you are also aware of the obstacles on the road and
you are keen to tackle as many as possible, as fast as possible. This is no easy task. Luckily you have the
drive to succeed, but you are also aware that you have taken on too many projects. You are determined
to push forward, honour your promises and complete your tasks. You recognize that you are
implementing changes, and that these require extra effort before you can sit back and relax. You believe
that you can apply mind over matter, and this year you probably can. The trouble is that you are likely to
be stressed with a capital "S". So you need to make sure that you find some method of switching off the
myriad of thoughts, ideas, worries and interactions that are bombarding you right now. You may even

notice that your neighbourhood is noisier this year. Everyone now and then you may want to put up the
“Do Not Disturb” or “Gone Fishing” sign. The positive note sounded is that you do have the mental drive
to change directions, complete tasks and plan for the future. You are likely to be excited by your new
plans, eager to embrace new ideas and spark up new deals. You are learning new skills, and perhaps
enjoying marketing, networking, interacting and promoting your own ideas, or acting on behalf of
someone else. It is important that you stay focussed on achieving positive results this year. You cannot
afford to be distracted by negativity; otherwise you could waste time arguing. Words spoken in anger
are likely to have an adverse affect on your plans. Therefore you are well advised to speak your mind
clearly and calmly, aiming to inspire others rather than bicker with them. Avoid bullies. If someone else
tries to coerce you to their way of thinking, or demoralizes you then you may need to sever ties. This is
your year to prove to yourself and others, that you are true to your word and to commit to plans for
your own vital future.

Uranus
The planet Uranus is one of disclosure. It reveals the areas that you need to change during the course of
your birthday year. If you are the type of person who anticipates and embraces new experiences then
you are likely to delight in the challenges, and instigate a few of your own in the area highlighted by this
unpredictable planet. If you tend to prevaricate, preferring the comfort on known situations, then you
are likely to be in for a few surprises. This erratic planet does not recognise safety and security. Its task is
to help you to grow beyond your limitations. You can either accept or resist the challenge and see what
happens as a result.

Uranus is in the 2nd House
This is a year in which to change the way that you earn your money. You may have to take a few
financial risks, but you can do this in a sensible not reckless manner. For instance you may have worked
for one company for many years and are now tempted to take your long-service leave and return to the
same company. This year you are challenged to think about other prospects. Could you take your long
service leave and make a fresh start at a job more suited to your skills? Likewise if you have always
worked in steady paid employment then this could be the year when you leave your secure job and
become self-employed. If you are already self-employed then the nature of your business may change.
However, this is not about your business income, this is about the risks that you are willing to take in
order to change your own personal finances. Perhaps you take a cut in your own salary, or risk your own
income to take a chance with your business. If you have been unemployed then you are likely to gain
paid work this year. The work may be erratic, but it is sure to be a catalyst for boosting your
self-confidence and hence your income. There is no point staying at home and waiting for the changes
to occur. This is your year to step outside your comfort zone, and actively change your moneymaking
capacity. If you are unemployed, or in a job that is not paying you well, then you need to actively seek
employment in a field that is appealing. You may volunteer your skills and be surprised by an offer of
paid work. Your challenge is to change your beliefs around money and your own income earning
abilities, to take reasonable risks and to increase your income. If you are unsure about how to do this,
then start by re-evaluating your sense of self-worth, then you could seek advice from people you admire
when it comes to money. You could take classes on money and financial planning, or consult an expert.
If you do nothing then your finances are likely to be challenged in other ways and you may find it
difficult to meet your financial responsibilities. This is not about being financial irresponsible but rather
about changing the way that you view money and your earning capacity.

Uranus is Trine The Midheaven
When the planet of change sits in the career sector of your annual chart then the obvious meaning is
that you are going to change your job, or your career. This could be because of another sudden event in
your life, or because you are keen to rekindle a sense of fun and excitement in your professional life.
You may want to change to a more unconventional job or career through which you can contribute
something original and worthwhile to society. You may feel restless within one profession, wanting a
total change in life direction. You may even “try out” different forms of employment during the course
of this year, either through your own choice or through unexpected external circumstances.

Pluto
Peace can be deceptive. True peace comes when life is balanced, when you are living true to yourself and
are sincerely happy with your life choices. You respect other people and assert your own needs and
wishes, and live your life with integrity. Sometimes it appears that your life is peaceful, but you are really
just sweeping things under the proverbial carpet, keeping the peace by swallowing your own needs or
biding your time until events or people force you to make the necessary changes. You can be assured
that the powerful planet Pluto will shine a bright light in one or more areas of your birthday chart and
you will see your own process very clearly. If you are living your life true to yourself then you are likely to
reap benefits from this planet of transformation. However, if you have been dodging the truth then
events or people are likely to change.

Pluto is in the 10th House
Prepare for your date with destiny. The powerful planet Pluto is influencing your life direction - marital
status, career, parental influences and standing in the community. The time has come for you to
reassess your influence in society, the role that you play as an authority in your field, your career
satisfaction and your marital status. As a result of your soul-searching you are then challenged to make
changes. If you are satisfied with your current career choice, then you may choose to stay in the same
profession and seek more responsibility. If you are dissatisfied then you are likely to seek a new career
path. If you are single then you may marry, depending on other influences in your astrology chart. You
may become a parent, which changes the course of your life.
Matters of power are also likely to be prominent right now in your profession. What does this mean?
One dictionary describes “power” as, “the ability or official capacity to exercise control; authority - a
person, group, or nation having great influence or control over others - forcefulness; effectiveness.” In
other words make sure that you co-operate with anyone in a position of authority. This is not the year to
go head to head with your boss. You are better advised to work to the best of your ability and
co-operate.

THIS YEAR'S LESSONS

"Our birthdays are feathers in the broad wing of time."
-- Jean Paul Richter German Writer

Mercury
The planet Mercury helps you plan your year ahead. The Messenger of the Gods in a Solar Return chart
indicates whether or not you are encouraged to forge ahead with your plans, or perhaps better advised
to wait another year before moving ahead. This is particularly true for any area of your life connected
with communications, study, business and transport.

Mercury is in the 12th House
There are undercurrents in your life right now that you may not be aware of. Depending on other
aspects of your astrology these may come to light during the year. They can be connected to your home
life, work, or hobbies. Someone or something is not as it seems, not acting in your best interests. Your
lesson is to keep your thoughts to yourself and act with integrity in all areas of your life. If you do not
know it already, then your lesson is to realize that you cannot control other people's behaviour.
Contemplation is the key. Go with the flow for your own peace of mind. Think of swimmers who get
caught by an undertow. The experts advise them to relax and go with the current rather than try to
swim against it and fight it. The advice is the same for you during this year. Change what you can, and let
go of the rest. If you speak up now you may say the wrong thing, so silence is your friend. Of course, you
don't want to keep quiet at the expense of your own mental health, but you are advised to think
carefully before expressing your thoughts, particularly if they are negative. It is time to take a back seat,
specifically if you are have been busy and mentally overloaded. If you continue to push yourself, then
you are likely to become tense, perhaps even distressed, and alienate others. Solitude can be healing
this year. On a positive note this is the ideal year for rest and relaxation and pursuing activities that
promote tranquillity. Yoga, meditation, tai chi and other such practices are beneficial. You can also
benefit from focusing on an imaginative or philanthropic project. If you have always longed to write your
memoirs, an epic novel or a symphony then this is your year. Likewise if you have longed to go on a
remote retreat, start making plans. This is your year for seclusion, recuperation and restoration.

Mercury is in Pisces
The sharp intellect of the planet Mercury is mingling with an emotional Water sign, which is not an easy
mix. Right now you are finding it difficult to make clear and sensible decisions. Perhaps you receive
some news which upsets you, or possibly life is changing in a way that doesn't feel good. You need to
say good-bye to one section of your life and embrace a new chapter. You know deep down what you
need to do, but are nevertheless are indecisive. Right now your thoughts are at odds with your feelings,
and you are confused. You may think one thing, and feel something completely different, or your
feelings are influencing your thinking processes. You may try to push your feelings away, closing your
mind and your mouth. This is not likely to help your process of learning more about yourself and your
loved ones. You need to let your feelings come to the surface so that you can gain a greater
understanding. You could try directing your sentiments into a mentally stimulating project, one that is
both a conduit and helps you make sense of your feelings. Perhaps you could write poetry, a private
journal, or a personal story. You may enjoy trying your hand at acting, which enables you to express
strong feelings on stage. Painting, drawing, and sculpting may also be therapeutic. Whatever method
you choose, it is important that you learn to express your feelings more this year. If you try to push your
feelings away then you could become disoriented, and make poor decisions based on misguided beliefs.
For instance you may think that you are acting in a strong and independent fashion, whereas you are
simply cutting yourself off from loved ones. The more that you try to rationalize, rather than explore,
your emotions, the more that you are likely to feel despondent. Your opinions are then coloured by your
disillusions, rather than by your passion. You may be irritable, full of complaints and hard to get along
with. If you are unsure of your feelings, and how to express them then you may benefit talking to a
personal counsellor, psychologist, or a close friend. On a more positive note, the more that you
acknowledge, accept and express your emotions the more that you are likely to enjoy opportunities to
become intimately involved with your loved ones and creative projects. You can enjoy happy occasions
and create joyful memories, trusting in your intuition and the rapport that you feel with family and
friends. You may enjoy photographing feel-good moments, writing a family history, or perhaps even
listening to other people's experiences. This is a year in which experience plays a bigger role than book
learning. So enjoy the new experiences that come your way.

Mercury is Sextile Saturn
The decisions that you make now have long term consequences. For this reason you are more serious
than usual, reflecting on past mistakes and making careful plans. Your lesson is to avoid dwelling too
much on the past, otherwise you may become despondent, more focussed on looking backwards rather
than planning the present and the future. Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and you need to remember
that right now you have the wisdom of hindsight. Use this wisdom to make decisions now. You are
focussed on duty, and may have a heavy workload at home or at work, or perhaps both. You may be
responsible for young children, your own or other people's. Your responsibilities may weigh heavily on
your shoulders. If this is the case you may benefit by drawing up a schedule and a budget, and making
sure that you plan a little rest and relaxation. If you cannot afford the time or money to take a long
holiday, then plan short breaks, even if you stay at home. This helps lighten the load. Your tendency to
view events and people seriously can be a bit onerous this year, both for yourself and other people. You
may be more pessimistic and obsessive than you realize. This is why it is vital that you make time for
recreation, and keep a positive outlook. If you notice any signs of mental fatigue, then you may benefit
from speaking to a mentor, or counsellor. You may enjoy concentrating on a project that requires
concerted mental effort. This may take your mind off other serious matters. You can research,
deliberate and present the results in a judicious manner. Your time-management skills are excellent.
Once again you need to ensure that your attitude is optimistic. Guilt, worry, self-blame, and
self-criticism are to be avoided at all costs. You need to ensure that you are not the scapegoat for other

people's problems that you face up to your responsibilities but that you also adopt a mind-set that
encourages compassion, kindness and love.

Mercury is Conjunct Neptune
Ideally you are able to rest and relax a little this year, switch off from any worries, mentally challenging
projects or frenetic interactions with other people. Instead it would be wonderful if you could focus on
artistic or spiritual disciplines because right now your imagination is highlighted, and this, if encouraged,
can lead to success in education, communication and any creative projects. You're receptive to new
ideas and have a resourceful mind. The beauty of nature and the expanse of the ocean may also inspire
you. Although at times you can seem a little vague, it's more likely that you're lost in a world of creative
thought. If left to your own reflections, then you're likely to express your thoughts in an artistic or
creative manner. This could be through art, poetry, literature, story telling, or music. Clairvoyance,
psychometry, aromatherapy, crystal therapy, prophecy and dreams may also feature this year. It's also
possible that you are attracted to one of these fields, and may entertain the idea of changing your life in
a more artistic direction. Sometimes this combination of the planets Mercury and Neptune can indicate
a more reclusive period such as an extended holiday, a spiritual retreat, a religious life, or perhaps even
time out for a pregnancy. You may opt for a sea change, or cut back on your working hours or volunteer
for charity work. Whatever the scenario in your life, you are more sensitive this year; more
compassionate, aware of the need to appreciate mystical matters. You make decisions that enable you
to slow down and treasure quiet moments.

Jupiter
The planet Jupiter tells you about the opportunities and benefits that arise during the course of the year.
Good news, new prospects and a sense of well being are associated with this beneficial planet.

Jupiter is in the 9th House
Your world is opening up. Are you ready? This is the year to reach for your dreams and make them
happen. If you have always wanted to travel to a specific destination, then now you can make plans and
fly away. If you have always wanted to publish an edifying or artistic piece of work then this is your year
to seek publishers. Perhaps you have always longed to study a particular religious or academic course
then this is your year. Your larger than life presence attracts attention in this expansive year. As a result
you are likely to be bestowed with gifts from friends in high places. A project that you have been
working on may finally get off the ground. You may receive sponsorship from a benefactor. You may
meet an inspirational lover or teacher to help you on your way. Take note of this person's traits. What is
it about them, or their subject, that inspires you? As you observe those around you, you discover that
these people are simply reflecting dormant characteristics in your own personality. You gain in wisdom,
as you learn about the ways of the world, and also your role in it. Other people can certainly help you on
your journey, but they are they are the signposts. It is up to you to focus on your own aspirations. If you
are afraid, then assess the verification of these fears. Perhaps some of your fears are founded on real
concerns, but all you need do is prepare yourself. For instance if you are obliged to do some public
speaking then you can decide to thoroughly research your topic, practice in front of friends and family
before entering the public arena. If they are not founded on any real threat then you need to find the
courage to follow your own goals. This is your opportunity to identify your most prominent desires and
reach for the stars.

Saturn
Timing is an important aspect of life. People often comment on being in the right place at the right time.

The planet Saturn can support us when it comes to timing. Is the time right to take up a new venture, or
would we be better advised to shoulder our current responsibilities for a little longer? These are the types
of questions that the nature of the planet Saturn can reveal when reading a Solar Return chart.

Saturn is in the 10th House
Actor Gary Sinise says, “Careers, like rockets, don't always take off on schedule. The key is to keep
working the engines.” This is your year to work the engines. In other words you focus on the tasks that
need to be done to fulfil your professional duties, but you are unlikely to be involved in anything
glamorous. Step by step you work towards your professional goals, but this is a year of commitment and
accountability. In some cases, you may alter your career path, but this is unlikely to be an overnight
change. You may start or complete a course of study, or sit an examination that later has benefits for
your career, but right now is just a step in the right direction. This year you are likely to adjust your
expectations, renew your commitment to your goals or take practical steps towards career fulfilment. It
is also possible that you change jobs, but not career paths. You may also take a step in a different
direction within the same career. For instance you may work as a hairdresser in a thriving business. As
your tasks and duties change and grow, you realize that you could benefit from running your own
business rather than working for someone else. As a result you may start to pursue this line of thought,
seeking information about small businesses, employment rates and taxes. Even if you do not go ahead
with the change, you are prepared to do so one day when the time is right. You have done your
homework this year. In some cases the change indicated can be that you move from one location to
another, seeking employment in your new setting. If you do make the changes now, then you are likely
to succeed, but they are likely to require more duties and longer working hours. This is true no matter
where you work, or whether you change jobs or not. This is your year to be dependable, stable,
accountable and trustworthy - to “work the engines”.

THIS YEAR'S JOURNEY

"Sow a thought, and you reap an act;/ Sow an act, and you reap a habit;/ Sow a habit, and you reap a
character;/ Sow a character, and you reap a destiny."
-- Charles Reader Modern Author

Neptune
The planet Neptune represents all that is ethereal in our world, and challenges us to develop qualities
such as faith, hope and love even in the face of adversity. Under the influence of Neptune we can soar to
great inspirational heights, however; if we are not careful then we can also sink into despair and
disillusionment. The test is to look beyond the superficial and find meaning in our lives. The planet
Neptune in our annual chart can indicate where to look.

Neptune is in the 12th House
It is time to surrender your spirit so that it might be renewed. This could mean finding time on a daily
basis to meditate, listen to inspirational music or enjoy an uplifting film, or it could mean going on a
spiritual retreat, fishing trip or writing your memoirs in a mountain cabin. It is important that you allow
yourself moments of total immersion in a creative or meditative pursuit. Sit in a darkened room and
whistle a tune, or sit under a tree and say a prayer, pick up your guitar and play. These are just some of
the avenues open to you. You may simply want to get in your car and spend a night in a remote and
beautiful location. The key to this year is to find some way in which to escape your daily responsibilities
and tune out. There are several reasons why you need this time alone. The main one is that other
people are not to be trusted this year. This is not to say that they are evil, or deceitful, but rather that
they don't necessarily have your best interests at heart. Everyone has an agenda, and this year you are
becoming more sensitive to what is being left unsaid, rather than what words are being spoken. You are
noticing body language and other subtle signals. These revelations are likely to be disconcerting. You
may feel disillusioned, wondering if you are on the right path and if you are really seeing things clearly.
You need to learn to trust your own intuition and insights, but you also need a rest. You can share your
insights with those closest to you, but be prepared for denial. Right now you are extra sensitive, and
other people are not necessarily so aware of the undercurrents. Another reason why you need to

escape the hum drum side of life is that this year you are likely to face a few ghosts from the past.
Memories and dreams seem to pervade your daytime thoughts distracting you from tasks at hand. It is
time to lay some of these ghosts to rest. You are being called to forgive, not forget, past hurts and
mishaps so that you can move forward. As you undergo this process you are likely to note that your
capacity for compassion, love and understanding deepen. If you are an artist then your work is likely to
subtly change in inspirational ways. This is a very soulful year if you give yourself permission to listen to
your urge to merge with the more uplifting elements of this world.

The North Node
The Nodes highlight the areas of your year that are destined to occur no matter what you do. When you
look back on your life you can see moments when the coincidences just seemed too uncanny - a chance
meeting, a phone call out of the blue or an instant of being in the right place at the right time. The Nodes
can give hints of which areas of your life are attracting the Fates attention right now.

The North Node is in the 4th House
Destiny plays its hand in your family and home this year. Changes may occur in your own home and
family life, or you may meet or connect with others who are fated to become part of your life in a deeply
personal way. Family members may come and go, and you may feel these changes at a deeply personal
level. Your journey is one of discovering a sense of belonging, not just to a particular home or place, but
also belonging in the bigger sense of the word. Where do you truly belong? Where do you feel safe?
Where do you want to put down roots or do you want to be like tumbleweed roaming the earth with no
physical abode, but with a strong spiritual connection? These are questions that are raised this year.
Events and people are destined to help you answer some of them.

The North Node is Quincunx Jupiter
Your date with destiny this year is linked to broadening your mind through cultural pursuits and
environments. You may enter the halls of academia, or work in an area that brings you into contact with
people from other walks of life. You may start socialising with people from other cultures, or perhaps
travel to foreign lands. You learn much from your new experiences, whether these are in the halls of
learning, or through life experience. There may be a few rocky times as you learn to become more
sensitive to other ways of viewing the world, but basically this is a positive year in which opportunities
arise for you to embrace a new outlook on life, knowing that the fates are smiling on you.

The North Node is Opposite Pluto
Your life changes in profound ways as it is time to cast off old ways of life and embrace new ones. New
friendships, associations, groups, business associates, projects and perhaps even a new marriage
partner (if you are not already married) are likely to arrive during this year. As a result you may feel
compelled to reassess certain aspects of your life with the view to incorporating the new and saying
"good-bye" to the old. In some cases you may literally be throwing out old possessions, renovating your
house or moving your business. Fate plays a strong role in your life at the moment. This can be a very
rewarding period, as long as you are able to go with the flow. You feel invigorated by the change of pace
in your life, delighted to be more purposeful and energetic.

