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It’s one of the most profitable organisations globally.1 It is constantly in the news, in the courtroom, and under the 

microscope. We love it, hate it, believe it’s improved the world, and ruined the world. It makes us laugh, cry, feel 

lonely, connected, explode with anger, or overflow with envy and low self-esteem. 1.40 billion2 of us cannot 

refrain from logging onto it daily, and a million of us create a new account every other day. But one thing we can 

all see - there’s trouble brewing on the Facebook horizon. 

Just a few years ago, we all loved technology companies like Facebook. With its avowed intent of connecting the 

world, it helped us live more fulfilling personal and professional lives. It allowed us to reconnect with long-lost 

friends, get closer to our distant families and relatives, and generally feel less isolated. Astrologers living in 

remote or repressive areas suddenly had Facebook communities in which they could discuss their art freely, and 

younger generations embraced Facebook so thoroughly that, arguably, it is one of the key drivers of astrology’s 

current renaissance. 
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We all loved Facebook so much that for a long time we blindly looked the other way at rumours of tax evasion 

and abuse of privacy. In recent years, however, criticism over Facebook’s privacy policies and mass user data 

collection, and more recently its apparent reluctance to counter the spread of ‘fake’ news before the U.S. 

presidential election, has now become impossible to ignore.3 Unilever, the Anglo-Dutch goods giant, is using its 

estimated $9 billion advertising budget to compel Facebook, among other tech platforms, to address "toxic online 

content”.4 In Germany, Facebook’s use of personal data and default privacy settings have been found by a Berlin 

regional court to be against German consumer law.5 Meanwhile, back in California, YouTube’s chief executive, 

Susan Wojcicki, has called for Facebook to deprioritise news altogether, and “get back to baby pictures and 

sharing”.6 

All of a sudden, we have realised that we can be manipulated all too easily on such an open platform, that our 

interests, connections, and beliefs are up for grabs, potentially by unscrupulous organisations intent on 

destabilising our political and social lives. We have become wiser over the extent companies like Facebook 

control our lives - digitally or otherwise. Yet, we continue to share information, data and knowledge about 

ourselves in exchange for personalisation in our newsfeeds. But for how long?  

The Natal Promise 

Facebook launched at Harvard University on the 4th of February 2004. We do not know the exact time, but we do 

know that it was in the afternoon.7 With an unconfirmed 12:50 pm launch time, the chart delivers fascinating 

insights: 
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http://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/unilever-squeezes-700-milliion-ad-production/312194/
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The 12:50 pm chart perfectly reflects the ‘Connecting the World’ motto, with Gemini rising, the Sun in the 9th 

house conjunct Neptune, and Mars powering the 11th house of social media. The chart ruler, Mercury, is in 

Capricorn, in the 8th house of other people’s money and “financial relations with foreign countries”,8 and 

conjunct Chiron (its Achilles’ heel). This reminds us that Facebook is first and foremost a business, and the 

alleged privacy abuses are likely to have profound and long-lasting ramifications. Pluto, the natural ruler of the 

8th, is on the Descendant, from the 6th house of minute detail (data), and in a T-square with prosperous Venus 

and Jupiter on the career axis. If the 7th house also represents Facebook users, Pluto on the cusp hints at the 

ostensible mining of personal information and manipulation of data reported in the news in recent years. With the 

benefics involved, exploiting user data brings riches. Yet, Facebook’s all-consuming pursuit of wealth has the 

potential to be its downfall.  

The Moon (the public, users) is in the second house, the 

resource and source of income for the organisation. The Moon 

in Cancer additionally describes how Facebook provides a 

warm and welcoming virtual family with our connections. We 

feel that we belong, and have strong emotions attached to our 

verbal exchanges, courtesy of a T-square with Mercury and 

Mars. We post photos of our children, pets, and of what we eat 

and drink, we celebrate birthdays, keep a journal on our 

timeline, relive past memories, disclose our family connections 

and relationships (Moon trine Venus in Pisces), and share our 

statuses across generations in our families, from grandparents 

to grandchildren. What is more, the user base tends to be 

skewed towards women.2  

With the Sun in Aquarius (innovation, groups, and 

communities) in the 9th house (students, universities, the 

original audience for the platform) closely conjunct Neptune, 

and Sun dispositor Uranus in Pisces, Facebook was always 

meant to promote the dream of connectedness for its users. The 

conjunction points to a mystifying elusiveness about 

Facebook’s core identity that things are perhaps not quite what 

they seem on the surface. Addictive and universal, Facebook 

taps into the collective consciousness (Pisces) by offering a 

platform for self-expression, overcoming isolation, and sharing knowledge, images, and ideas. And if dissatisfied 

with our real lives, we can easily create virtual personas that promote the illusion of a perfect lifestyle (Neptune). 

While Neptune additionally vouches for the tremendous expansion and pervasiveness of the platform, the positive 

alignment between Sun dispositor Uranus and Saturn speaks for its longevity and robustness. 
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June transits chart 

Seismic Shifts 

With natal Saturn at 7° 

Cancer, Facebook is now 

experiencing a half return of 

the Great Teacher. Never an 

easy time for anybody or 

anything, we can expect 

important lessons to be 

learnt, and increased 

accountability, around 

March, June and November 

2018, while Saturn transits 

over 7° of Capricorn. 

Despite years of polemic, 

2016 was a turning point for 

Facebook. Saturn transited 

21° Sagittarius, and the cusp 

of the 7th house, at the end 

of December 2016, soon 

after the U.S. election. 

Saturn hit the Descendant again in August/September 2017, once again stirring debate. On September the 5th, 

2017 Facebook disclosed that it had identified “more than $100,000 worth of divisive ads on hot-button issues 

purchased by a shadowy Russian company linked to the Kremlin”.9 The blows don’t end here. It is expected that 

vast numbers of UK teenagers and young adults will be leaving the social network in 2018.10 With Saturn 

opposing Facebook’s natal Moon in February, August, and October 2020, a significant contraction of their user 

base is not inconceivable throughout the Saturn in Capricorn years. 

Another seismic shift can be expected around June this year. Uranus will be transiting over 0°50’ Taurus in early 

June and October 2018, with a final hit in March 2019. Activating natal Mars and its T-square, this transit is 

likely to usher in a significant shake-up of the organisation’s income sources (Taurus), of its motivations (Mars), 

its audience (Moon), and the information (Mercury) it holds about them. This is not all.  

Transiting Pluto is currently closing in on natal Chiron. Marking a time of deep crisis for Facebook, this aspect 

will also be exact at the time of the Uranus transit over natal Mars, as will be directed Saturn in opposition to 

natal Chiron, and Jupiter conjuncted the natal South Node of losses. The transformation will be deep, painful, and 

highly disruptive.  

Mark Zuckerberg’s transits and directions for 2018 are equally intense. Even in the absence of Mr. Zuckerberg’s 

birth time, with Uranus, Pluto, and Chiron all involved, it is apparent that significant changes are afoot. In May, 

transiting Uranus and Mars will challenge natal Pluto and progressed Mercury. Directed Pluto reached opposition 

with natal Chiron in December 2017, while directed Mercury will approach conjunction with natal Chiron in 

September 2018. Once again, the transformation will not be easy to brush off. 
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Mark Zuckerberg transits and directions 

Conclusion 

The Uranian revolution fronted by Facebook has transformed our existence. With a digital thread bridging the gap 

between nations, languages, and ethnicities, it is all too easy to drown in this immersive world that provides the 

illusion of connectedness, and the reality of further isolation from the self and, at times, life itself. The shadow 

side of Uranus in Pisces and Neptune conjunct the Sun — escapism, addiction, elusiveness, and withdrawal — is 

the price we pay for the increased technological enmeshing into the fabric of our humanity. The Plutonian 

undercurrents in Facebook’s natal chart are sharpening into focus. It is feasible that the Uranus, Pluto, Chiron, and 

Saturn transits and directions will reshape the core of this organisation and send shockwaves through the entire 

industry. Perhaps Facebook has had it too good. Will it survive the next few months and years? Buckle up, Mr. 

Zuckerberg — it’s going to be a bumpy ride... 
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My name is Marilena, and I am a professional astrologer. Astrology has 

been my passion for almost thirty years. I collaborate closely with both 

the Astrological Lodge of London and the Astrological Association, two 

of the world’s most prestigious and longest running astrological 

organisations. I’m also a contributor to magazines, including the 

Astrological Journal and IAM – Infinity Astrological Magazine. You can 

view some of my work for the Astrological Association on the 

Astrological Association’s channel on YouTube, in the Student Corner. I 

will publish more video interviews with master astrologers in due course, 

so subscribing to the channel will ensure you are notified of any new 

uploads. If you’re interested in my training, I’m a past student of the London School of Astrology. There I had the 

honour of learning from some of the leading lights in the field, including Frank Clifford, Darby Costello, Melanie 

Reinhart, Lynn Bell, Mark Jones, and Wendy Stacey, to name just a few. I’m currently studying advanced horary 

at Deborah Houlding’s School of Traditional Astrology, under the tutorship of Wade Caves. I can provide both 

one-off sessions or ongoing mentoring and guidance, depending on your needs and finances. Please feel free to 

get in touch for friendly, confidential advice on whatever is weighing on your mind. Details of the types of 

readings available can be found under Personal Astrology. You can find me at https://sparkastrology.com/  
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